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The Defence of Arras
A FRIEND of mine, a French major who for
several days  defended Arras beside the
British troops, has given me the following
account of the action.
'You'll remember those magnificent Welsh
Guards at the beginning of the War, marching past
the saluting point along the boulevards of Paris, and
the impression they created by the precision of their
movements when they were part of a ceremonial
parade. It was they and a detachment of Zouaves
that did the honours the day you and I saw General
Gort receive his Grand Cross of the Legion of
Honour. It hardly occurred to me then that a mixed
body of these very Zouaves and Welsh Guards
would one day defend Arras against the German
tanks.
'It was on the I9th May. Armoured columns
were reported on the Cambrai and Bapaume roads.
During the night the older French troops in my
depot had been evacuated. Left practically alone,
I went along to the Palais Saint-Vaast, which had up
to then been occupied by the British General Head-
quarters' staff. At the gates I found one of those
impeccable sentries with which you're familiar, and
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